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As from 1st November 2009, all ships, regardless of flag, will be requested to exchange and 
treat all ballast water taken outside the ROPME Sea Area for the protection of the marine 
environment.

The ROPME Sea Area (RSA) comprises the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
the Republic of Iraq, the State of Kuwait, the Sultanate of Oman, the State of Qatar, the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates and is defined as extending between 
the following geographic latitudes and longitudes, respectively: 16°39'N, 53°3'30''E; 16°00'N, 
53°25'E; 17°00'N, 56°30'E; 20°30'N, 60°00'E; 25°04'N, 61°25'E.

The International Convention for the Control and Management of Ship’s Ballast Water and
Sediments 2004 is not in force yet and has not been ratified by St Vincent and 
The Grenadines. 

This Administration encourages nevertheless the owners of St Vincent and The Grenadines 
vessels operating in the ROPME Sea Area to have BWM Plans onboard their ships, provided 
that they comply with the guidelines developed by IMO Resolution A.868 (20) and are 
approved by the ship’s Classification Society. 

More guidelines can be found in the Marine Environment Protection Committee document
MEPC59/INF.3 annexed to this Circular.










